
Indigenous Peoples Day Proclamation 
 
WHEREAS, the Indigenous Peoples of the lands that would later become known as 
Tama and Toledo have occupied these lands since time immemorial, and our two cities 
are built upon the homelands and communities of the Indigenous Peoples of this region, 
without whom the building of the cities would not be possible; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Tama and Toledo join a growing number of government 
entities across the country that have recognized the second Monday of October as 
Indigenous Peoples Day, in order to promote appreciation, reconciliation, 
understanding, friendship, and continued partnerships among all of its people and the 
Indigenous Peoples of this land; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Tama and Toledo recognize the value and honor of having the 
Meskwaki Nation, federally recognized as the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in 
Iowa, as close neighbors and allies in ensuring the wellbeing and prosperity of all of our 
citizens. We recognize and appreciate the significant economic development and social 
contributions the tribe has made that are essential to our local and regional community, 
and thank them for sharing their cultural, spiritual, technological, philosophical, and 
environmental knowledge and wisdom and; 
 
WHEREAS, the United States endorsed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples on December 16, 2010, and the Declaration recognizes that 
“indigenous peoples have suffered from historic injustices as a result of…their 
colonization and dispossession of their lands, territories and resources”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Tama and Toledo together strive to eliminate racism towards 
Indigenous Peoples and seek to promote practices and policies that honor the state’s 
Indigenous roots, history, and contributions, and reflect the experiences of Indigenous 
Peoples, to ensure greater access and equitable opportunity; and  
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Tama and Toledo strongly support the proposition that 
Indigenous People's Day shall be an opportunity to reflect on the continued struggles of 
Indigenous Peoples within our Country and communities and also to celebrate the 
thriving cultures and values of the Indigenous Peoples of the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Tama and Toledo strongly encourage schools to include the 
teaching of Indigenous Peoples' history in its curriculum and encourages other 
businesses, organizations, and institutions to recognize Indigenous Peoples' Day; 



 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Tama City Council and the Toledo City 
Council, do hereby mutually proclaim October 14, 2019, and the second Monday of 
October hereafter to be Indigenous Peoples Day in Tama and Toledo and urge all 
citizens to celebrate the thriving culture and value that Indigenous Peoples founded on 
this land long before the creation of this state and the United States of America. 
 
Signed this 14th day of October, 2019, in Tama County, Iowa 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mike Carnahan, Mayor 
City of Tama, IA 
 
 
_______________________________ 
John Lloyd, Mayor 
City of Toledo, IA 
 


